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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) Ex] Claim(s) 1^6 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) 1^6 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) M The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)[3 The drawing(s) filed on 15 January 2004 is/are: a)[X] accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)[X] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM AH b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 09/984,840 . 
3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) • # • 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Pa Pe r No(s)/Mail Date. 

3) [X] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 1/15/04 . 6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
The cross-reference to related applications should be updated to include the 
patent number of 09/984840. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
lacks patentable utility. 

The specification gives no mention, or even a hint, of why a "clearance" between 
the presser and shaft is advantageous or any type of improvement over the prior art. As 
the first nine lines of claim 1 have been shown in the parent application to exist in 
numerous disclosures, the last two lines are taken to be the purported novelty of the 
divisional application, herein pertaining, and as this purported novelty is not even 
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granted a purpose or benefit, it does not convey any explicitly stated or implicit utility 
required by 35 U.S.C. 101. 

Claims 1-6 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is not 
supported by either an explicitly asserted utility or a well established utility. 

The foregoing section covers the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 101 as concerns the 
"clearance" and its lack of explicit or implicit utility. A reader, not coming across mention 
of the "clearance" until the claims, and there being no clear delineation of such in the 
drawings, finds him/herself asking the question "what clearance? And if it is there, what 
is it for? Why has this clearance been left?" 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Consequently, claims 1-6 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph. 
Specifically, since the claimed invention is not supported by either an explicitly asserted 
utility or a well established utility for the reasons set forth above, one skilled in the art 
clearly would not know how to use the claimed invention. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
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described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 

There is absolutely no definitive evidence of a "clearance", as claimed, in the 
specification of the parent application or that of the instant applicaiton. Given that the 
divisional application filing rules and regulations allow no room for new matter, the 
insertion of the recitation to a "clearance" is new matter and was such when introduced 
into the prosecution of the parent application. However, it was not dealt with in that 
application. 

One may look at the drawings and deign that a line, here or there, combined with 
an approximated extrapolation of relative radial dimensions of cylindrical elements, 
suggests that a clearance might be found to exist. However, there is no reference 
numeral pointing thereto. There is no mention of it in the specification. In fact, a reader 
would likely, as the Examiner has been doing ail along, assume that the area between 
56b and 40 is an extension of one of these structures. Why? For the very reason that 
this space is enclosed by a solid black line clearly meant to be flush with the axially 
inward end of each presser and which extends from said axially inward end of each 
presser to the shaft itself. Surely a boundary between air and air would not be 
represented by a line? 

Thus, the claim for a "clearance" is - for whatever reason its definition was 
omitted, its utility never given, and its existence even precluded by an inadvertent 
presence of four black lines in figure 3 - wholly without enablement. There is even 
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reason to assert that the claimed subject matter was not even a part of the originally 
disclosed embodiments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 , 2, 4, 5, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by US 4,977,828. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel K Schlak whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0885. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald Walsh can be reached on 703-306 - 4173. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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